
The Extravagance of Love for Christ 



The Extravagance of Love  
for Christ  
is Costly 

“then took Mary a pound of 
ointment of spikenard, very costly…” 

John 12:3 



The Rich 
Young Ruler 

Luke 18: 21  
And he said, "All these I 
have kept from my youth."  

• 22 When Jesus heard this, 
he said to him, "One thing 
you still lack. Sell all that 
you have and distribute to 
the poor, and you will have 
treasure in heaven; and 
come, follow me."  

• 23 But when he heard 
these things, he became 
very sad, for he was 
extremely rich. 



The Extravagance of Love for 
Christ is costly because it demands 

our souls, our lives, our all. 

• When I survey the wondrous cross 
On which the Prince of glory died, 
My richest gain I count but loss, 
And pour contempt on all my pride. 

• Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
That were a present far too small; 
Love so amazing, so divine, 
Demands my soul, my life, my all. (Isaac Watts) 
 



The Extravagance of Love for Christ  
is Sacrificial 

• …and anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet 
with her hair: and the house was filled with the odour 
of the ointment. 
 



Being Sacrificial is an Act of Love. 
 

• Love is not just action, love is sacrificial action. 
• Love always pays a price. 
• Love always costs something. 
• Love is expensive.  
• When you love, benefits go  
    to another account. 
• Love is for you, not for me. 
• Love gives; it doesn’t grab. 



Willing to be broken (sacrifice) 
for God 

• Psalm 51:17  
“The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a 
broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt 
not despise.”  
 
• 1 Cor. 11:24  
“…This is my body which is broken for you.” 



God uses broken things 

• “God uses broken things. It takes broken 
soil to produce a crop, broken clouds to 
give rain, broken grain to give bread, 
broken bread to give strength. It is the 
broken alabaster box that gives forth 
perfume. It is Peter, weeping bitterly, who 
returns to greater power than ever.”  
Vance Havner 

 



The Extravagance of Love  
for Christ is Genuine  

John 12: 5-6 
Why was not this ointment 
sold for three hundred 
pence, and given to the 
poor? This he said , not that 
he cared for the poor; but 
because he was a thief, and 
had the bag, and bare what 
was put therein . 



The Extravagance of Love for Christ  
is Giving Your Best, Your All to the 

Master 

Mark 14: 6-8 
“And Jesus said , Let her alone ; why trouble ye her? 
she hath wrought a good work on me. For ye have 
the poor with you always, and whensoever ye will 
ye may do them good: but me ye have not always. 
She hath done what she could : she is come 
aforehand to anoint my body to the burying.” 



The Extravagance of Love for Christ 

• Costly 
• Sacrificial  
• Genuine  
• Giving of your 

Best, your All  to 
the Master  
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