INTRODUCING...
THE INCOMPARABLE
CHRIST!

Colossians 1:1-2

Introducing. .. the Incomparable CHRIST!

=Colossians 1:1-2

Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God,
and Timotheus our brother,

To the saints and faithful brethren in Christ which are
at Colosse: Grace be unto you, and peace, from God
our Father and the ist.

The triangle of cities Colosse — Hierapolis - Laodicea

=Revelation 3: 14-17

And unto the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write;

These things saith the Amen, the faithful and true
witness, the beginning of the creation of God; | know thy
works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: | would thou
wert cold or hot. So then because thou art lukewarm,
and neither cold nor hot, | will spue thee out of my
mouth. Because thou sayest, | am rich, and increased
with goods, and have need of nothing; and knowest not
that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and
blind, and naked:...
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Introducing. .. the Incomparable CHRIST!

=Colossians 1:1-2

Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God,
and Timotheus our brother,

To the saints and faithful brethren in Christ which are
at Colosse: Grace be unto you, and peace, from God
our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Introducing. .. the Incomparable CHRIST!

= Colossians 4:12-13, 16

Epaphras, who is one of you, a servant of Christ, saluteth
you, always labouring fervently for you in prayers, that ye
may stand perfect and complete in all the will of God.

For | bear him record, that he hath a great zeal for you,
and them that are in Laodicea, and them in Hierapolis.

And when this epistle is read among you, cause that it be
read also in the church of the Laodiceans ....

The triangle of cities Colosse — Hierapolis - Laodicea

=Revelation 3: 14-17

And unto the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write;
These things saith the Amen, the faithful and true
witness, the beginning of the creation of God; | know thy
works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: | would thou
wert cold or hot. So then because thou art lukewarm,
and neither cold nor hot, | will spue thee out of my
mouth. Because thou sayest, | am rich, and increased
with goods, and have need of nothing; and knowest not
that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and
blind, and naked:...



The triangle of cities Colosse — Hierapolis - Laodicea

=Revelation 3: 14-17

And unto the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write;
These things saith the Amen, the faithful and true
witness, the beginning of the creation of God; | know thy
works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: | would thou
wert cold or hot. So then because thou art lukewarm,
and neither cold nor hot, | will spue thee out of my
mouth. Because thou sayest, | am rich, and increased
with goods, and have need of nothing; and knowest not
that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and
blind, and naked:...

Context: Self-Centered Perceptions of Spirituality

2:18 Experientialism / Mysticism
- worship of angels

Context: Self-Centered Perceptions of Spirituality

2:8 Traditionalism / Legalism
- rites and rituals
2:18 Experientialism / Mysticism
- worship of angels
2:20-22 Asceticism
- self-denial
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Context: Self-Centered Perceptions of Spirituality

2:8 Traditionalism / Legalism
- rites and rituals

Context: Self-Centered Perceptions of Spirituality

2:20-22 Asceticism
- self-denial

Introducing. .. the Incomparable CHRIST!

=Theme of the epistle
to the Colossians (& tri-city churches)

Live the new life completely IN
the incomparable Christ



Introducing. .. the Incomparable CHRIST!
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Introducing. .. the Incomparable CHRIST!

=Colossians 2:6-7

As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord,
so walk ye in him:

Rooted and built up in him, and stablished in the
faith, as ye have been taught, abounding therein with
thanksgiving.

Introducing. .. the Incomparable CHRIST!

= Adore the incomparable Christ
=He is pre-eminent - | must bow completely

1:15-20 A hymn in honour of Christ
= Pre-eminent in Creation

QO“all things were created by him, and for him”
Q“...and by him all things consist”

Introducing. .. the Incomparable CHRIST!

= Adore the incomparable Christ
=He is pre-eminent - | must bow completely

1:15-20 A hymn in honour of Christ
= Pre-eminent in Creation
= Pre-eminent over the Church
Q“he is the head of the body, the church”

= Adore the incomparable Christ
=He is pre-eminent - | must bow completely
= He is sufficient - | must depend completely

= Apply the reality of the incomparable Christ
= My life is in Christ - He saves me completely
= My union is with Christ - He changes me completely

Introducing. .. the Incomparable CHRIST!

=Adore the incomparable Christ
=He is pre-eminent - | must bow completely

Introducing. .. the Incomparable CHRIST!

=He is sufficient - | must depend completely

2:9-10 For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead
bodily. And ye are complete in him, which is the head of
all principality and power...



Introducing. .. the Incomparable CHRIST!

= Adore the incomparable Christ

= Apply the reality of the incomparable Christ
= My life is in Christ - He saves me completely

2:20 “...Wherefore if ye be dead with Christ”
3:1 “If ye then be risen with Christ,...

3:3 “For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in
God.”

Introducing. .. the Incomparable CHRIST!

=My union is with Christ - He changes me completely

3:2 “set your affection on things above, not on the
earth...

3:8 “put off all these...And have put on the new man..”

3:9 “Forbearing one another, and forgiving one
another,...

Introducing. .. the Incomparable CHRIST!

= My union is with Christ - He changes me completely

3:16-17

“Let the word of Christ dwell in r)_1'ou richly inall
wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing wit|
grace in your'hearts to the Lord. And whatsoever ye
o in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord",
Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by him.
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Thomas Dehany Bernard: The progress of doctrine in the New
Testament considered in 8 lectures (1968), 183-184

“...Believers are in Christ, so as to be partakers in all
that he does and has and is. They died with him, and
rose with him, and live with him, and in him are seated
in heavenly places. When the eye of God looks on
them they are found in Christ, and there is no
condemnation to those that are in Him, and they are
righteous in his righteousness, and loved with the love
which rests on him, and are sons of God in his
sonship, and heirs with him in his inheritance, and are
soon to be glorified with him in his glory...

Introducing. .. the Incomparable CHRIST!

= My union is with Christ - He changes me completely

3:14-15 “And above all these things put on charity,
which is the bond of perfectness. And let the peace
of God rule in your hearts, to the which also ye are
called in one body; and be ye thankful.”

Introducing. .. the Incomparable CHRIST!

= My union with Christ - He changes me completely

3: 18 ff
“Wives,...Husbands,...Children,...Fathers,...
Servants,...Masters,...” Others...



Thomas Dehany Bernard: The progress of doctrine in the New
Testament considered in 8 lectures (1968), 186

“...The churches are in Christ; the persons are in
Christ. They are found in Christ, and preserved in
Christ. They are saved and sanctified in Christ, are
rooted and built up and made perfect in Christ. Their
ways are ways that be in Christ, their conversation is
a good conversation in Christ, their faith hope love
joy, their whole life is in Christ. They think, the¥
speak, they walk in Christ. They labour and suffer,
they sorrow and rejoice, they conquer and triumph “in
the’Lord.” They receive each other and love each
other “in the Lord...”

Introducing. .. the Incomparable CHRIST!

=Theme of the epistle
to the Colossians (& tri-city churches)

Live the new life completely IN
the incomparable Christ
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Introducing. .. the Incomparable CHRIST!

=Colossians 2:6-7

As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord,
so walk ye in him:

Rooted and built up in him, and stablished in the
faith, as ye have been taught, abounding therein with
thanksgiving.

Introducing. .. the Incomparable CHRIST!

=Adore the incomparable Christ
=He is pre-eminent - | must bow completely
=He is sufficient - | must depend completely

= Apply the reality of the incomparable Christ
= My life is in Christ - He saves me completely
= My union is with Christ - He changes me completely



