
1 Peter 2:9

But ye are a chosen generation, a 
royal priesthood, an holy nation, a 
peculiar people; that ye should 
shew forth the praises of Him who 
hath called you out of darkness into 
His marvellous light.

1 Peter 2:9

But ye are a chosen generation, a 
royal priesthood, an holy nation, 
a peculiar people; that ye should 
shew forth the praises of Him who 
hath called you out of darkness into 
His marvellous light.

1 Peter 2:9

But ye are a chosen generation, a 
royal priesthood, an holy nation, a 
peculiar people; that ye should 
shew forth the praises of Him 
who hath called you out of 
darkness into His marvellous light.

Christians are to show and 
proclaim the Arete [praises (KJV) /
excellencies (ESV) / virtues] of God.

Christians are to show and 
proclaim CHRIST-LIKENESS.

1 Peter 2:12

...they may by your good works 
which they shall behold, glorify God 
in the day of visitation.

Day of visitation = initial 
conversion of a believer

1 Peter 2:11

Dearly beloved, I beseech you as 
strangers and pilgrims, abstain 
from fleshly lusts, which war 
against the soul.



submission

I. Submission to government 
authority (2:13-17)

II. Submission to authority in 
the workplace (2:18-25)

III. Submission in marriage - 
wives to husbands, 
husbands to God’s 
command to love their 
wives (3:1-7)

1 Peter 2:21-25

I. Christ has left us an example of submission (vv. 21-25)

A. Christ’s example was exemplary (vv. 21-23)

B. Christ’s example was effective (vv. 24-25)

submission

I. Submission to government 
authority (2:13-17)

II. Submission to authority in 
the workplace (2:18-25)

III. Submission in marriage - 
wives to husbands, 
husbands to God’s 
command to love their 
wives (3:1-7)

Displaying Christ-likeness 
through Submission in Marriage

1 Peter 3:1-7

Theme

Believers display Christ-likeness 
through submission in marriage.

1 Peter 3:1-7

I. Christian wives should submit to their husbands (vv. 
1-6)

A. Their submission to their husbands should mirror 
Christ’s submission (v. 1a)



“likewise” refers to the example of 
Christ’s submission!

Submission does not imply 
inferiority!

1 Peter 3:1

...be in subjection to your own 
husbands...

1 Peter 3:1-7

I. Christian wives should submit to their husbands (vv. 
1-6)

A. Their submission to their husbands should mirror 
Christ’s submission (v. 1a)

B. Their submission can win their unsaved husbands 
to Christ (vv. 1-2)

1. Even if their husbands are hostile to the gospel

1 Peter 3:1

...if any obey not the word...

1 Peter 3:1-7

I. Christian wives should submit to their husbands (vv. 
1-6)

A. Their submission to their husbands should mirror 
Christ’s submission (v. 1a)

B. Their submission can win their unsaved husbands 
to Christ (vv. 1-2)

1. Even if their husbands are hostile to the gospel

2. Even without speaking a word

1 Peter 3:2-3

...they also may without the word 
be won by the conversation of the 
wives; while they behold your 
chaste conversation coupled with 
fear.



1 Peter 3:1-7

I. Christian wives should submit to their husbands (vv. 
1-6)

A. Their submission to their husbands should mirror 
Christ’s submission (v. 1a)

B. Their submission can win their unsaved husbands 
to Christ (vv. 1-2)

C. Their pure and respectful conduct is an effective 
evangelistic tool (v. 2)

“chaste conversation” = pure 
conduct (ESV)

“fear” = respect (“respectful 
conduct”, ESV)

1 Peter 3:1-7

C. Their pure and respectful conduct is an effective 
evangelistic tool (v. 2)

1. They are not obsessed with external beauty (v. 
3)

2. They are focused on inner beauty (v. 4)

a. This beauty is imperishable

A man can possibly become more 
physically attractive as he ages. 

Straits Times article (Feb 2016) 

1 Peter 3:1-7

C. Their pure and respectful conduct is an effective 
evangelistic tool (v. 2)

1. They are not obsessed with external beauty (v. 
3)

2. They are focused on inner beauty (v. 4)

a. This beauty is imperishable

b. This beauty comprises a meek & quiet spirit

c. This beauty is very precious in God’s sight



1 Peter 3:4

...is in the sight of God of great 
price.

1 Peter 3:1-7

C. Their pure and respectful conduct is an effective 
evangelistic tool (v. 2)

1. They are not obsessed with external beauty (v. 
3)

2. They are focused on inner beauty (v. 4)

3. They are following the example of godly women 
(vv. 5-6)

1 Peter 3:1-7

II. Christian husbands should submit to God’s command 
to love their wives (v. 7)

A. They should live with their wives in an 
understanding way 

1 Peter 3:7

“...dwell with [your wives] 
according to knowledge...”

“...live with your wives in an 
understanding way...” (ESV)

1 Peter 3:1-7

II. Christian husbands should submit to God’s command 
to love their wives (v. 7)

A. They should live with their wives in an 
understanding way 

1. Know the differences between men and women 
in general

2. Know the things that are specific to your wife

For a husband, his wife should 
be his closest friend!

Not his colleagues, not his buddies, 
not his children, not even his 
parents.

Gen 2, Eph 5 - Leave and cleave!



1 Peter 3:1-7

II. Christian husbands should submit to God’s command 
to love their wives (v. 7)

A. They should live with their wives in an 
understanding way

B. They should show honour to their wives

1 Peter 3:7

...giving honour unto the wife...

1 Peter 3:1-7

II. Christian husbands should submit to God’s command 
to love their wives (v. 7)

A. They should live with their wives in an 
understanding way

B. They should show honour to their wives

1. Their wives are physically weaker

1 Peter 3:7

“...as unto the weaker vessel...”

This verse does not mean that 
women are inferior!

It is referring to physical strength.

1 Peter 3:1-7

II. Christian husbands should submit to God’s command 
to love their wives (v. 7)

A. They should live with their wives in an 
understanding way

B. They should show honour to their wives

1. Their wives are physically weaker

2. Their wives are fellow heirs of the grace of life

1 Peter 3:7

...and as being heirs together of the 
grace of life...

What is the “grace of life”?



Key word = “heirs”

Galatians 3:28-29 

...heirs according to the promise.

Ephesians 3:6 

That the Gentiles should be fellow 
heirs...

1 Peter 3:1-7

II. Christian husbands should submit to God’s command 
to love their wives (v. 7)

A. They should live with their wives in an 
understanding way

B. They should show honour to their wives

C. If they do so, their prayers will not be hindered

Book 
recommendation -

Available at our 
PPCC library!

Displaying Christ-likeness 
through Submission in Marriage

1 Peter 3:1-7


